FREIGHTING EXPERIENCES OF
GEORGE 7ASHINGTON SEVY
Bora Fedbruary 25, 1832, Lerey, Geresgse County, New York
and his son

JOHN LOWE SEVY
Berm Jamuary 11, 1859, Spanish Ferk Utah

In 1849 my father, Geerge Vashimgtea Sevy, started for the gold rush im
Califernia. Om arrivimg in Uteah he becemeé stranded and stopped te get work,

He drifted te Spamish Ferk where he became converted it¢ the Gesgpel eof the Leatter
Day Faeith and jeimed the Church. He merried my mether, Fhebe li, Butler Decem-
ber 5, 1854.

In 1861 George ¥. Sevy &md family were called by Brigham Young to meve
south. They lecated at New Harmeny, "ashimgiom Ceumty. 4About 1885, my father
would go te Pleche, Patiserm and Eli, Nevadae amd take loads of produce fer sale.
One Mr. Patisem, at Fatisom mining camp about forty miles nerth of Fieche,who
wag in the mercartile busimess, imduced my father to set up a stere at New Harmony.
He would furmish the geods axd take hils pay iz preduce srd livestock, This was
the first little stere im that part and gave the peopls 2 chamce to exchenge
produce for merchandisge.

One trip Father decided te take twe teams. I dreve a pair of lerge mulaes
which did met need much drivimg. This load wes a hay rack built for three decks
of live chickens. On tep of this rack I wired a bex and took three cats. Ir.
Patison beught the cats at $1.50 each or $4.50 for all three. Thia beimg the first
money 1 ever had I felt guite rich.

#hen I was pine years of ege my father ard Joseph Humter of Cedar City trailed
200 beef cews and steers from Harmony aad Cedar City to Salt Lake City, grazing
all the way and coming em the west of Utah Lake. Arriving, we corraled them im
the tithing yard just morth ef whers the Hetel Utah now stands where they were

gold. It teok thirty days te trail them but we had geed grass all the way.



My father built a water power saw mlll at New Harweny and get timber frem
Pine Valley Moumtaiz iz Maim Caryen. Im 1871 he was called %te¢ take charge of
the resettling eof Fanguitch, slso te be Bighop. Then Pamguiteh Stske was er-
ganized he became first counseler and cortimausd te be the Bisher. Im 1878 he
west to Escalante to help settle that ssctien.,

Now I will give & little record of mu ewn experiences. I had very little
oppertunity for scheeling compared to this day. The meat I got was a schooling
of experience. From the age of eight until I was twenty I learned te de =211 kimnds
ef work. I learned te ride a horse when I was five years o0ld and up amsd te drive
& team from ten years and up. ¥hen I was thirteen I drove 2 yoke of oxen from
Fanguiteh to Pieche, Nevada. My broether twe years yourmger teck a horse team
with & lead of barley, 1 took 1000 feet of lumber. % were with seme of sur
neighbors. At Fanaca we seld the barley at 7¢ a peund. There my brether and
I were left alome to take the lumher te Pieche, abeout twslve miles up in the
mountains. Neithér of us had been over the read te Pieche, hewever we landed
there and s801d the lumber for $100.00 which was paid te us im gold, $20, $10,
v5, and §2.50 pieces. Our feed bill was 32.50 but I gave the men a ;5 zeld
piece., He gave it back te me and said, "Give me the $2.50 piece."™ Here I
feund an‘henest man, this being the first meney feor me to hamrdle, I did net
krow the difference between a %{fgiece and & j2.50 plece. However, I have always
known the difference airce that time. Or this trip eof 150 miles we hoebbled eur
teams and turred them or the range for greéss as there was me hay te be had., whe
toeday would smemd twé beys of this age with such eutfits em such a trip.

until I was twenty

From the age of twelve I did &ll parts of the lumbering and hauling ef
lumber to Pieche, Friscc, &nd Silver Reef, all miming camps. Durimg these
years I asseciated with 211 classes ¢f people, freighters from all parts ef
the ceuntry.r Seme of the mest prefane men of all my eoxperience were Mermen

raised beys. I alse dealt with seme cutsiders or Gentiles whe were the mest




e s s WA MY experlence. Dnring thia tima 1 uorked 1n
the Uhitad Order at Pangaiteh. My rathar pnt all he had 1nte the order. During
this periad I irrigated 150 acres of hay and grain. Dow irlay a:ﬁ I ran a
cambined mower and self-rake nachine and cut 400 acres euch fall. I was aent en
aeveral trips te Lanti Sanpeta beunty, wlth lumber to gst fleur fer the Urited
. Order. A Beard of Directers was elected whe had Re preperty. ”hey seld the
saleable preperty and uaed the mnney. éhen the Ordor broke up tke inen ef msa#a
were left with expsrience. 1 worked twe years and get & few pairs ef evera;ls,
alse a few pair of cewhide shees. Other than this, in my beyheod I learmed e
do herse shoeimg, ulse sheeing oxen which wes quite sm ordeai. The ox weuld be
put inte a heavy frame, thern & clawp was put em the neck with a wide ravhide belt
urder the belly attached te rellers, pull them off thseir feeit, then lash each feet
te the frame, then put o ths shoes,

Onr eore trip from Memti with a iead of flour 1 feumd the Sevier River weas
very high. %= ferded the river ten times frem Jusction te Iauguitch. I was
alone. 4t one of the fords in Circle Valley Canyen I feumfd the water would wei
the flour. I unloaded ard chepped cotten wood limbs amd filled the wagem bod, then
put the flour on the limbs and thus kept the fleur dry. Oa ene trip {rom Salil
Lake with a lead of merchamdise I feuwd the river frezen ever ss as to hold up
the lead, In one crossing the ice gave way amd wet the lead deimg much damage.

From 1887 to 1939, fifty twe ysars, I have been through a variety of exper-
iences. My hobby hes beern te develop the country emd make the werld bigger aud
better fer peeple té live im. Tweniy=five years ago msst pecple thought lamd
apd water were the best of sscurity. I have speat all the momey I have made
along these lines. Today no ome seems te care 1o have this kimd ei proyperty.

Or December 24, 1879 I married Mary Hannah ég;ézzgrin the Saint Gesrge
Temple. My werldly possessicns weres a fime, well matched team, ard a 3& WEEOR o
My mether had made most of the clethes I had had up to this tims. MKy first sult
I bouzht at Silver Reef the day befere the weddimg. I peddled dressed chickens
for the suit. lost people de not believe this. I tell them I have twe witnesses--

my father-in-law and my wife. On our way home we had a heavy snow ard were four
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days frem New Harmeny to Panguitch with eight teams in the cempamry. Srew at
‘Bear Valley was three to four feet deep. -

The housekeeping stuff'was purchased seeen&-hand fer omne cow. We had an
rsxtfemely hard winter. Feed supplies were ;éérce, hewever we had plemnty of fery
eﬂéice potatees. We had>meals of reagted p;fatees in tﬁe aghes, salt and water.
In a short time we had plenty of gedd Qli; and butter; hewever,‘we had sémc

pleneering.




